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Qualification at a glance 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language is a linear 
course. It consists of two externally examined components and one endorsement 
for Spoken Language. 

Students must complete all assessment in the same series. 

 

Component 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 

*Paper code: 1EN0/01 

● Externally assessed 

● Availability: May/June and November** 

● First assessment: May/June 2017 

40% of the 
total GCSE 

Overview of content 

● Study selections from a range of prose fiction. 

● Develop skills to analyse and evaluate 19th-century fiction extracts. 

● Develop imaginative writing skills to engage the reader. 

● Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. 

Overview of assessment 

● Section A – Reading: questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract. 

● Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks. The tasks are linked by a 
theme to the reading extract. 

● The total number of marks available is 64. 

● Assessment duration 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
 
The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel  
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language Sample Assessment Materials 
document. 

*See Appendix 2: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant 
to this qualification. 

**See Entry and assessment information for details of restrictions on November 
entry. 
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Spoken Language Endorsement *Paper code 1EN0/03 

 

● Internally assessed under controlled conditions 
● Availability: May/June and November** 
● First assessment: May/June 2017 

0% of the 
total GCSE 

Overview of content 

● Developing spoken language skills. 

Overview of assessment 
● The component is internally assessed under controlled conditions, and 

externally monitored by Pearson. 
● Candidates must undertake a prepared spoken presentation on a specific topic 

in a formal setting, listen and respond to questions and feedback, and use 
spoken English effectively. 

● There are no marks for the Spoken Language endorsement. Students are 
awarded a grade (Pass, Merit or Distinction). 

 
The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language Sample Assessment Materials 
document. 

*See Appendix 2: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant 
to this qualification. 

**See Entry and assessment information for details of restrictions on November 
entry. 

Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing 

*Paper code: 1EN0/02 

● Externally assessed 
● Availability: May/June and November** 
● First assessment: May/June 2017 

60% of the 
total GCSE 

Overview of content 
● Study a range of 20th- and 21st-century non-fiction texts (including literary 

non-fiction). 
● Develop skills to analyse, evaluate and compare non-fiction extracts. 
● Develop transactional writing skills for a variety of forms, purposes and 

audiences. 
● Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. 

Overview of assessment 

● Section A – Reading: questions on two thematically linked, unseen non-fiction 
extracts. 

● Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks. The tasks are linked by a 
theme to the reading extracts. 

● The total number of marks available is 96. 
● Assessment duration: 2 hours and 5 minutes. 
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Assessment Objectives and weightings 

 

Students must: 
% in 
GCSE 

R
EA

D
IN

G
 

AO1 ● Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 
information and ideas 

● Select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

9.4 

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language and structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject terminology to support 
their views 

13.1 

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts 8.8 

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references 18.8 

W
R

IT
IN

G
 

AO5 ● Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and audiences 

● Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts 

30 

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation 

20 

S
P

O
K

EN
 

LA
N

G
U

A
G

E
 *AO7 Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting n/a 

*AO8 Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, 
including to questions and feedback to presentations n/a 

*AO9 Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and 
presentations n/a 

Total 100% 

 

*These Assessment Objectives are for the Spoken Language Endorsement, which 
will be reported as a separate grade on the awarding body certificate. 

NB: some figures have been rounded up or down.  
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Learning 
outcomes 

Students will: 

1.2 
Writing 

 

1.2.1 produce clear and coherent text: write accurately and 
effectively for different purposes and audiences: to describe, 
narrate, explain, instruct, give and respond to information, 
and argue; select vocabulary, grammar, form, and structural 
and organisational features judiciously to reflect audience, 
purpose and context; use language imaginatively and 
creatively; using information provided by others to write in 
different forms; maintaining a consistent point of view; 
maintaining coherence and consistency across a text 

1.2.2 write for impact: select, organise and emphasise facts, ideas 
and key points; cite evidence and quotation effectively and 
pertinently to support views; create emotional impact; use 
language creatively, imaginatively and persuasively, including 
rhetorical devices (such as rhetorical questions, antithesis, 
parenthesis). 

 

Content 

Students should read selections from a range of high-quality, challenging prose 
fiction, in preparation for responding to an unseen 19th-century prose fiction 
extract in the examination. They should be able to read substantial pieces of writing 
(extended texts) that make significant demands on them in terms of content, 
structure and the quality of language. Throughout the qualification, students should 
develop the skills of inference, analysis and evaluation. Students studying GCSE 
English Literature should be encouraged to analyse and evaluate the use of English 
language in a full range of their literature texts.  

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) English Language Unseen 
Preparation Anthology is a resource that supports teachers by providing examples 
of 19th-century prose fiction. Students should read a variety of prose fiction from a 
range of genres and cultures. 

Students should use what they have learned about the writer’s craft in their reading 
of fiction to inspire and influence their own imaginative writing. They should 
develop a range of creative writing techniques, and planning and proofreading 
skills. 
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Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional 
Writing 

Overview 

This focus of this component is: 

● Section A – Reading: study and analyse selections from a range of non-fiction 
texts (including literary non-fiction) 

● Section B – Transactional writing: explore and develop transactional writing 
skills, for example letters, articles, reports. 

The learning outcomes below are drawn from the GCSE Subject Level Conditions 
and Requirements for English Language, published April 2014. 

 

Learning 
outcomes 

Students will: 

2.1 
Reading 

2.1.1 read and understand a range of non-fiction texts, including 
whole texts and unseen texts 

2.1.2 critical reading and comprehension: identify and interpret 
themes, ideas and information in a range of literature and 
other high-quality writing; read in different ways for different 
purposes, and compare and evaluate the usefulness, 
relevance and presentation of content for these purposes; 
draw inferences and justify these with evidence; support a 
point of view by referring to evidence within the text; identify 
bias and misuse of evidence, including distinguishing between 
statements that are supported by evidence and those that are 
not; reflect critically and evaluatively on text, use the context 
of the text and draw on knowledge and skills gained from 
wider reading; recognise the possibility of different responses 
to a text 

2.1.3 summary and synthesis: identify the main theme or themes; 
summarise ideas and information from a single text; 
synthesise from more than one text 

2.1.4 evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, 
grammatical and structural features: explain and illustrate 
how vocabulary and grammar contribute to effectiveness and 
impact, use linguistic and literary terminology accurately to do 
so and pay attention to detail; analyse and evaluate how form 
and structure contribute to the effectiveness and impact of a 
text 

2.1.5 compare texts: compare two or more texts critically with 
respect to the above. 
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Learning 
outcomes 

Students will: 

2.2 
Writing 

 

2.2.1 

 

produce clear and coherent text: write accurately and 
effectively for different purposes and audiences: to describe, 
narrate, explain, instruct, give and respond to information, 
and argue; select vocabulary, grammar, form, and structural 
and organisational features judiciously to reflect audience, 
purpose and context; use language imaginatively and 
creatively; using information provided by others to write in 
different forms; maintaining a consistent point of view; 
maintaining coherence and consistency across a text 

2.2.2 write for impact: select, organise and emphasise facts, ideas 
and key points; cite evidence and quotation effectively and 
pertinently to support views; create emotional impact; use 
language creatively, imaginatively and persuasively, including 
rhetorical devices (such as rhetorical questions, antithesis, 
parenthesis). 

 

Content 

Students should read a variety of high-quality, challenging non-fiction and literary 
non-fiction, in preparation to respond to unseen 20th- and 21st-century non-fiction 
in the examination. They should be able to read substantial pieces of writing, 
including whole and extended texts, that make significant demands in terms of 
content, structure and the quality of the language. Throughout the qualification, 
students should develop the skills of interpretation, analysis and evaluation. 

Text types studied should include a range of non-fiction forms, such as journalism 
(for example articles and reviews), speeches, journals and reference book extracts. 
Text types should also include literary non-fiction, such as selections from 
autobiography, letters, obituaries and travel writing. These lists are not exhaustive. 
Texts that are essentially transient, such as instant news feeds and advertisements 
will not form part of the assessment. 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) English Language Unseen 
Preparation Anthology is a resource that supports teachers by providing indicative 
examples of different types of non-fiction. Examples are indicative only and 
students should read widely. Students should use what they have learned about 
different text types to feed into their transactional writing. They should be 
introduced to, and be given the opportunity to practise, a range of non-fiction 
writing techniques and planning and proofreading skills. 
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Spoken Language Endorsement 

Overview 

The focus of this component is: 

Developing spoken language skills. 

The learning outcomes below are drawn from the GCSE Subject Level Conditions 
and Requirements for English Language, published April 2014. 
 

Learning 
outcomes 

Students will: 

3.1 

Spoken 
language 

3.1.1 presenting information and ideas: selecting and organising 
information and ideas effectively and persuasively for prepared 
spoken presentations; planning effectively for different purposes 
and audiences; making presentations and speeches 

3.1.2 responding to spoken language: listening to and responding 
appropriately to any questions and feedback 

3.1.3 spoken Standard English: expressing ideas using Standard 
English whenever and wherever appropriate. 

 

Content 

Students must demonstrate their presentation skills in a formal setting, listen and 
respond to questions and feedback, and use spoken English effectively.  

Presentation: 

The spoken language presentation may take a variety of forms, including: 

(a) a speech or talk by a student, followed by questions from the audience or  

(b) a formal debate or dialogue, such as an interview where the student is able to 
prepare extended responses to questions or prompts which have been shared in 
advance, followed by questions from the audience.  

In all cases, the presentation should be prepared and last no longer than 
10 minutes.  

Audience: 

Students must give their presentations to an audience, which must always include 
the teacher. 

The size and composition of the audience should be determined by the teacher, in 
discussion with the student. However, where the audience is the teacher only, the 
presentation and dialogue should be designed in such a way that it could have a 
potentially wider audience than just one person (e.g. it replicates a television 
interview). 
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Assessment criteria 

Students should be assessed either live or from recordings.  

There are no marks for the Spoken Language endorsement. Students should be 
awarded a grade (Pass, Merit or Distinction) using the assessment criteria below. 
Students who do not reach the Pass standard, or who do not attempt the 
assessment, must be recorded as Not Classified. This grade will appear on the 
student’s certificate.  

In order to achieve a particular grade, a student must meet all of the 
criteria for that grade.  

General criteria 

To be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction a Learner must: 

• be audible, and  

• use Spoken Standard English which, for the purposes of the spoken language 
assessment, means that a Learner must: 

o be intelligible, and  

o generally use language appropriate to the formal setting of the presentation. 

Pass Merit Distinction 

In addition to the general 
criteria, to be awarded a 
Pass a Learner’s 
performance in his or her 
spoken language 
assessment must meet all 
of the following criteria –  

● expresses 
straightforward 
ideas/information/ 
feelings,  

● makes an attempt to 
organise and structure 
his or her 
presentation,  

● makes an attempt to 
meet the needs of the 
audience, and  

● listens to 
questions/feedback 
and provides an 
appropriate response 
in a straightforward 
manner. 

In addition to the general 
criteria, to be awarded a 
Merit a Learner’s 
performance in his or her 
spoken language 
assessment must meet all 
of the following criteria –  

● expresses challenging 
ideas/information/ 
feelings using a range 
of vocabulary,  

● organises and 
structures his or her 
presentation clearly 
and appropriately to 
meet the needs of the 
audience,  

● achieves the purpose 
of his or her 
presentation, and  

● listens to 
questions/feedback 
responding formally 
and in some detail. 

In addition to the general 
criteria, to be awarded a 
Distinction a Learner’s 
performance in his or her 
spoken language 
assessment must meet all 
of the following criteria –  

● expresses 
sophisticated 
ideas/information/feeli
ngs using a 
sophisticated 
repertoire of 
vocabulary,  

● organises and 
structures his or her 
presentation using an 
effective range of 
strategies to engage 
the audience,  

● achieves the purpose 
of his or her 
presentation, and 

● listens to questions/ 
feedback, responds 
perceptively and if 
appropriate elaborates 
with further ideas and 
information. 
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Assessment 

Assessment summary tables 

Students must complete all assessment in the same series. 

 

Component 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 

*Paper code: 1EN0/01 

● Availability: May/June and November** 

● First assessment: May/June 2017 

● Assessed through a 1 hour and 45 minute examination. 

● The total number of marks available is 64. 

● The reading and writing sections on this paper will be linked by 
a theme. 

40% of the 
total GCSE 

 

Section A – Reading 

● The length of the 19th-century fiction extract will be approximately 650 words. 

● There will be a mixture of short and extended response questions on the 
extract. 

Section B – Imaginative Writing 

● Writing tasks are linked by a theme to the reading extract. Different aspects of 
the theme will be reflected in each task. 

● One of the writing tasks will provide two images that students can use to help 
them generate ideas for their writing. Students can write a response that draws 
on just one or neither of the images. 

 

The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language Sample Assessment Materials 
document. 

*See Appendix 2: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant 
to this qualification. 

**See Entry and assessment information for details of restrictions on November 
entry. 
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Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing  

*Paper code: 1EN0/02 

● Availability: May/June and November** 

● First assessment: May/June 2017 

● Assessed through a 2 hour and 5 minute examination. 

● The total number of marks available is 96. 

● The reading and writing sections on this paper will be linked by 
a theme. 

60% of the 
total GCSE 

 

Section A – Reading 

● Two unseen non-fiction extracts, from 20th- and 21st-century texts. One of 
these texts will be literary non-fiction. 

● The word count across the two extracts will be approximately 1000 words. The 
minimum length of an extract will be 300 words. 

● Questions will be on Text 1, followed by Text 2. There will be a mixture of short 
and extended response questions on the extracts. 

● Students’ ability to synthesise across two texts will be assessed in a separate 
question. 

● The final question of this section requires students to compare the writers’ ideas 
and how they are presented in the two texts. 

Section B – Transactional Writing 

● Writing tasks are linked by a theme to the reading extracts. 

● It is possible for the same form (for example a letter, an article) to be present 
on both tasks in the same paper but with a different focus and/or audience. 

 

Speaking and Listening Endorsement  *Paper code 1EN0/03 

● Availability: May/June and November** 

● First assessment: May/June 2017 

● Assessed through 1 presentation of up to 10 minutes. 

● There are no marks for the Spoken Language endorsement. 
Students are awarded a grade (Pass, Merit or Distinction). 

0% of the 
total GCSE 

 

Candidates must undertake a prepared spoken presentation on a specific topic in a 
formal setting, listen and respond to questions and feedback, and use spoken 
English effectively. 
 
The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Language Sample Assessment Materials 
document. 

*See Appendix 2: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant 
to this qualification. 

**See Entry and assessment information for details of restrictions on November 
entry. 
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Assessment Objectives and weightings 

 

Students must: 
% in 
GCSE 

R
EA

D
IN

G
 

AO1 ● Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 
information and ideas 

● Select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

9.4 

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language and structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject terminology to support 
their views 

13.1 

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts 8.8 

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references 18.8 

W
R

IT
IN

G
 

AO5 ● Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and audiences 

● Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts 

30 

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation 

20 

S
P

O
K

EN
 

LA
N

G
U

A
G

E
 *AO7 Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting n/a 

*AO8 Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, 
including to questions and feedback to presentations n/a 

*AO9 Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and 
presentations n/a 

Total 100% 

 

*These AOs are for the Spoken Language Endorsement, which will be reported as a 
separate grade on the awarding body certificate. 

NB: some figures have been rounded up or down. 
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Breakdown of Assessment Objectives  

 Assessment Objectives Total  

Component AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 AO5 AO6 

Component 1 – Fiction and Imaginative Writing        

Question 1 1      1 

Question 2 2      2 

Question 3  6     6 

Question 4    15   15 

Question 5 or 6     24 16 40 

Component 2 – Non-fiction and Transactional Writing        

Question 1 2      2 

Question 2 2      2 

Question 3  15     15 

Question 4 1      1 

Question 5 1      1 

Question 6    15   15 

Question 7a 6       6 

Question 7b   14    14 

Question 8 or 9     24 16 40 

Total for this qualification 15 21 14 30 48 32 160 marks 

Total % Assessment Objectives for qualification  9.4% 13.1% 8.8% 18.8% 30% 20% 100% 

AO7, AO8 and AO9 will be assessed through the Spoken Language Endorsement. 
NB: some figures have been rounded up or down. 
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