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Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry 
since 1789 

Overview 
Students will study the following texts: 
● Section A – a 19th-century novel 
● Section B – one collection of 15 poems from the Pearson Poetry Anthology. 
The learning outcomes below are drawn from the GCSE Subject Level Conditions 
and Requirements for English Literature, published April 2014. 

Learning outcomes Students will: 

Literal and inferential 
comprehension 

2.1 understand a word, phrase, sentence or whole text 
in context; explore aspects of plot, characterisation, 
events and settings; distinguish between what is 
stated explicitly and what is implied; explain 
motivation, sequence of events, and the 
relationship between actions or events 

Critical reading 2.2 identify the theme and distinguish between themes; 
support a point of view by referring to evidence in 
the text; recognise the possibility of and evaluate 
different responses to a text, use understanding of 
writer’s social, historical and cultural contexts to 
inform evaluation; make an informed personal 
response that derives from analysis and evaluation 
of the text 

Evaluation of a writer’s 
choice of vocabulary, 
grammatical and 
structural features 

2.3 analyse and evaluate how language (including 
figurative language), structure, form and 
presentation contribute to quality and impact; use 
linguistic and literary terminology for such 
evaluation (such as, but not restricted to, phrase, 
metaphor, meter, irony and persona, synecdoche, 
pathetic fallacy) 

Comparing texts 2.4 compare and contrast texts studied, refer where 
relevant to theme, characterisation, context (where 
known), style and literary quality; compare two 
texts critically with respect to the above 

Writing – producing 
clear and coherent text 

2.5 write effectively about literature for a range of 
purposes such as: to describe, explain, summarise, 
argue, analyse and evaluate; discuss and maintain 
a point of view; select and emphasise key points; 
use relevant quotation and detailed textual 
references. 
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Assessment 

Assessment summary tables 
 
Students must complete all assessment in May/June in any single year. 
 

Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature  

*Paper code: 1ET0/01 

● Availability: May/June 
● First assessment: 2017 
● Assessed through a 1 hour and 45 minute examination. 
● Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination). 
● The total number of marks available is 80. 

50% of the 
total GCSE 

 

● Section A – Shakespeare: students complete a two-part question. 
● Part a) is focused on the close language analysis of an extract (AO2). The 

extract will be approximately 30 lines in length.  
● Part b) is focused on how a theme from the extract is explored elsewhere in 

the play (AO1 and AO3). The focus will be on maintaining a critical style and 
demonstrating an understanding of the relationship between the text and the 
context in which it was written. 

● Assessment Objectives covered are AO1, AO2 and AO3. 

● Section B – Post-1914 British play or novel: students answer ONE essay 
question from a choice of two on their studied text. 

● Each question will be preceded by a short quotation from the text, to provide a 
stimulus for the response. 

● Questions will focus on one of more of the following areas: plot, setting(s), 
character(s) and theme(s) and will require students to explore the question in 
relation to the context. 

● Marks will also be given for accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
● Assessment Objectives covered are AO1, AO3 and AO4. 

 
The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature Sample Assessment Materials 
document. 
*See Appendix 2: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant 
to this qualification. 
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Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789  

*Paper code: 1ET0/02 

● Availability: May/June 
● First assessment: 2017 
● Assessed through a 2 hour and 15 minute examination. 
● Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination). 
● The total number of marks available is 80. 

50% of the 
total GCSE 

 

● Section A – 19th-century novel: students complete a two part question. 
● Part 1 is focussed on a close language analysis of an extract of approximately 

400 words. 
● Part 2 questions may focus on different aspects of the text, requiring 

exploration of one of more of the following areas: plot, setting(s), character(s), 
theme(s). 

● Assessment Objectives covered are AO1 and AO2. 

● Section B – Poetry since 1789 
● Part 1: students answer ONE question on one named poem from the poetry 

anthology collection, reproduced in the question paper, and one poem of choice. 
Students will compare the poems. Questions will focus on the language, form, 
structure of the poem (AO2) and the contexts in which the poems were written 
(AO3). 

● Part 2: students answer ONE question comparing two unseen contemporary 
poems that are linked by a theme. Students are required to compare the poets’ 
portrayals of the theme through their use of language, form and structure (AO1 
and AO2). 

 
The sample assessment materials can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature Sample Assessment Materials 
document. 
*See Appendix 2: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant 
to this qualification. 
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Assessment Objectives and weightings 

 

Students must: 
% in 
GCSE 

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts 
Students should be able to: 
● maintain a critical style and develop an informed 

personal response 
● use textual references, including quotations, to 

support and illustrate interpretations 

37 

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a 
writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate 

42 

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts 
and the contexts in which they were written 16 

AO4 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation 

5 

Total 100% 

 
Comparison requirement – there is a requirement that 20-25% of the marks for 
this qualification are achieved through comparison questions across AO1, AO2 and 
AO3. The table below illustrates how these marks have been allocated. 
 

Allocation of marks for comparison 
Raw 

marks 
% in 
GCSE 

AO2 Anthology poetry (Component 2, Section B, 
Part 1) 

15 9.5 

AO3 Anthology poetry (Component 2, Section B, 
Part 1) 

5 3 

AO1 Unseen poetry (Component 2, Section B,  
Part 2) 

8 5 

AO2 Unseen poetry (Component 2, Section B,  
Part 2) 

12 7.5 

Total 40 25% 
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Breakdown of Assessment Objectives by component 
Raw mark distribution 

 Assessment Objectives Total  

Component AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 

Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 
Literature      

Questions 1a to 6a  20   20 

Questions 1b to 6b 15  5  20 

Questions 7 to 30 16  16 8 40 

Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 
1789      

Questions 1a to 7a  20   20 

Questions 1b to 7b 20    20 

Questions 8 to 11  15 5  20 

Question 12 8 12   20 

      

Total for this qualification 59 67 26 8 160 marks 

Total % Assessment Objectives for this 
qualification 37 42 16 5 100 

 
 


	Qualification at a glance
	Set texts at a glance
	Assessment Objectives and weightings

	Knowledge, skills and understanding
	Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature
	Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789

	Assessment
	Assessment summary tables

	Assessment Objectives and weightings
	Breakdown of Assessment Objectives by component
	Entry and assessment information
	Student entry
	Forbidden combinations and discount code
	Access arrangements, reasonable adjustments, special consideration and malpractice
	Equality Act 2010 and Pearson equality policy
	Awarding and reporting
	Language of assessment
	Grade descriptions


	Other information
	Student recruitment
	Prior learning and other requirements
	Progression from GCSE

	Appendix 1: Transferable skills
	Appendix 2: Codes
	Appendix 3: Poetry Anthology lists

